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American culture is shifting. From a global pandemic, to 
partisan politics, to a secular society that increasingly 
struggles to find a moral center, we are living in strange and 
uncertain times.

The shifting in American culture is troubling, but the sky 
is not falling - not because a certain political party is going 
to pull our country together or because Christians will 
become a moral majority, but because Jesus promised his 
church would prevail and his people would be ambassadors 
of a coming kingdom marked by good news, love and 
reconciliation. In other words, there is a way forward for 
Christians, and that road is incandescently bright1.  

Our next series at Faith is about rediscovering this ancient 
roadmap that Jesus calls modern Christians to follow. This 
roadmap is laid out for us by Peter in a letter that he wrote 
to Christians who were living in strange and uncertain 
times. Our prayer during this series is that what dominates 
the news would not dominate your heart and that you 
would discover a way of living faithfully for Jesus in a 
culture that is changing. 

We live in unprecedented times, but we are not overcome 
or overwhelmed. The church is marching onward with 
Jesus, which means we are advancing with a different kind 
of ruler toward a different kind of kingdom.    

As always, we trust God’s Word will meet you where you 
are and God’s Spirit will help you take your next step in your 
journey with Jesus. If there is anything we can do to help 
you take that step, let us know. We are here for you. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Charlie 

1  This sentence is from Russell Moore’s book Onward: Engaging the Culture 
Without Losing the Gospel, 2015. If you want to go deeper into the ideas that are 
presented in this series, I would recommend his book.

SERIES
INTRO
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W H AT  I S  A  S M A L L  G R O U P ?

W H Y  S H O U L D  I  J O I N 
A  S M A L L  G R O U P ?

H OW  D O  I  G E T  C O N N EC T E D 
TO  A  S M A L L  G R O U P ? 

Small groups at Faith are small gatherings of people from 
Faith who meet regularly for friendship, prayer and Bible 
study.  

Each small group is unique because it is shaped by the 
people who attend. However, at the heart of each small 
group is a desire to see tight-knit community form that 
is marked by a growing love for Jesus and for the other 
people in the small group.  

We are made for friendship with God and others. When we 
are not known and loved by others, we suffer because we 
are not experiencing all that God created us to experience. 
Additionally, life is too difficult to journey alone. Therefore, 
small groups are a place where we can connect in 
friendship with other people through the ups and downs of 
life.

The easiest way to get connected to a small group is 
to click on “Small Groups” in the Faith app or go to 
faithchurchfortcollins.org/smallgroups. You can also sign 
up on Sunday by filling out the Connect Card or stopping 
by the Connection Center. Finally, if you would like to join 
a small group, you can call the church at 970-226-2095.

SMALL 
GROUPS 
AT FAITH
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WEEK ONE
A  L I V I N G  H O P E
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W E E K  1

Title: A Living Hope
Main Passage: 1 Peter 1:13-25

Overview: The Christians Peter wrote to were living in strange and 
uncertain times. They were persecuted for their faith in Jesus. Many lost 
their possessions, and some lost their lives. To say they were marginalized, 
misunderstood and mistreated is a massive understatement. For the 
Christians living in the first century, things kept going from bad to worse. 

Peter cared for these Christians, and he wanted them to thrive in turbulent 
times. So Peter called them to set their hope fully in the grace that will 
come when Jesus returns. Peter then outlined three distinguishing marks of 
Christians whose hope is fully set in God. Christian hope leads to a healthy 
mind, a holy life and brotherly love. 

The passage for this week teaches us that what we see going on in the 
world isn’t where we place our hope or happiness. This is not to say that 
cultural, moral and spiritual setbacks aren’t disheartening to Christians. 
They are. It’s sad when Christians are misunderstood and marginalized. 
It’s puzzling when those who don’t honor God succeed or when God’s 
Word is mocked. It’s tough when circumstances change - when we get an 
unexpected bill or taxes go up again. But our hope isn’t in being understood 
or respected or lifted up as a cultural role model. Our hope is in the grace 
that will come when Jesus returns. So this week we will explore the object 
and the outcome of Christian hope.  
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O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• What do you hope to take away from this series?

I N TO  T H E  B I B L E

• Read 1 Peter 1:13-25. What stands out to you from these verses? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What does 1 Peter 1:13-25 teach you about God? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What does 1 Peter 1:13-25 teach you about being a Christian?
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• What do you think Peter means by set your hope fully on the grace that will be 
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ (1:13)? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What do you think Peter means by conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time 
of your exile (1:17)? What is the time of your exile? Whom or what are we to fear? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What does Peter say about Jesus in verses 20-21? How do these truths about Jesus 
encourage you to hope in him?  
 
 
 
 
 

• What does Peter say about brotherly love in verses 22-25?   
 
 
 
 
 

• Which of Peter’s instructions to Christians living in turbulent times stand out to you 
the most? In what ways are they relevant to your spiritual life today?
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I N TO  YO U R  L I F E

• What are some ways that you have felt like an outsider because of your faith in 
Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What obstacles keep you from setting your hope fully in the grace that will be 
brought to you when Jesus returns? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Who is an example in your life of someone who has set their hope fully in Jesus? 
How was their hope in Jesus visible? What kind of effect did it have on you? 
 
 
 
 
 

• One outcome of setting your hope in Jesus is a holy life. Why do you think hope in 
Jesus and holiness in your life are linked together? Where do you find it difficult to 
live a holy life? How might placing your hope fully in Jesus help you in that area?
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N OT E S  &  P R AY E R

• Another outcome of setting your hope in Jesus is love for other Christians. What 
opportunities do you have to serve other believers? What can you do to serve or 
encourage someone today? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Identify someone who is struggling in these strange and uncertain times. Pray for 
that person, asking Jesus to use you in his or her life. Ask Jesus what he would have 
you do to encourage that person with the hope of Jesus. Do what Jesus brings to 
mind and see hope spread!
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WEEK TWO
A  N E W  I D E N T I T Y
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Title: A New Identity 

Main Passage: 1 Peter 2:1-10

Overview: Last week we considered the wonder of the hope we have in 
Jesus. This week we will look at the standing that Christians have as the 
people of God. 

At the time that Peter wrote the passage that we are looking at this week, 
Christians didn’t have any social standing. They were seen as strange and 
subversive. They were not honored. The Roman Emperor Nero burned 
Christians at night to light his gardens, and he fed followers of Jesus to the 
lions for entertainment. Because Christians didn’t participate in cultural 
celebrations that dishonored Jesus, they were blamed for most of the 
problems in the Roman Empire. All of this is to say, the Christians that first 
read 1 Peter 2:1-10 didn’t fit in, and they needed to remember that they 
belonged to Jesus and Jesus would not put them to shame. 

So it isn’t surprising that Peter spends some time reminding Christians that 
part of the road map for thriving in turbulent times is remembering our 
identity in Jesus. The Christian identity is rich and full of honor. Christians 
are citizens of Jesus’ kingdom. We who were once no people are now the 
people of God. We are priests in his ministry. We are citizens of his country. 

Peter’s declaration of a Christian’s identity has vast implications for every 
Christian. Christians are not people whose hobby is Jesus. Christians are 
joined together by the blood of Jesus. We are a new race, and we have 
been called to great work. 

This week we will explore the unique standing and honor that Christians 
have as the people of God and some of the implications that this new 
identity has for our lives.

W E E K  2



 p. 13 Onward | An Ancient Roadmap for Modern Christians

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• In what ways are Christians misunderstood and mistreated in our culture?

I N TO  T H E  B I B L E

• Read 1 Peter 2:1-10. What stands out to you from these verses? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What does 1 Peter 2:1-10 teach you about God? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What does 1 Peter 2:1-10 teach you about being a Christian? 
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• What are some rights/privileges that are given to Christians? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What things are Christians called to put away (verse 1)? Do you see these things in 
your life? If so, how do these sins manifest themselves? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What are the various ways that Peter describes believers in these verses? Which 
description seems most relevant to your spiritual life today?

I N TO  YO U R  L I F E

• Peter says believers are a chosen race, a royal priesthood and a holy nation. Think 
about these titles. What do they signify? What implications do these titles have for 
you as a follower of Jesus? 
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• What are some practical ways to live out what Peter teaches about Christians in 
verses 9-10? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• What things keep you from embracing your standing as a Christian?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Through Christ, we have been called into the greatest story the world has ever 
known. We get to proclaim the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness 
into light. Who do you know who needs to hear the story of God’s work in your life? 
Begin to pray for that person this week. Ask Jesus for an opportunity to connect with 
that person, and then follow where the Holy Spirit leads.  



 p. 16 Onward | An Ancient Roadmap for Modern Christians

N OT E S  &  P R AY E R
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WEEK THREE
S O J O U R N E R S  &  E X I L E S
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W E E K  3

Title: Sojourners & Exiles
Main Passage: 1 Peter 2:11-12

Overview: Peter helped Christians who were living in strange and uncertain 
times to have a roadmap to thrive. This roadmap included knowing their 
future hope in Jesus and their present identity as a child of God. Now 
Peter gives another part of the roadmap by helping Christians understand 
their relationship to the world. As it relates to the world, Christians are 
sojourners and exiles. This means this earth is not our home. Like Abraham, 
we are looking forward to a better city whose designer and builder is God 
(Hebrews 11:10). 

How should we live as an exile? Peter makes it very clear. We should 
abstain from things that do not honor Jesus, and we should live good lives 
that point people to Jesus. 

This week we will explore what it means to be an exile, and we will learn 
some practical tools for fleeing sin and embracing goodness.

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• Who is someone whose life has pointed you to Jesus?
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I N TO  T H E  B I B L E

• Read 1 Peter 2:11-12. What stands out to you from these verses? 
 
 
 
 
 

• In verse 11 Peter says that Christians are sojourners and exiles. What do these words 
communicate about what it means to be a Christian?  
 
 
 
 
 

• According to Peter, what are Christians to abstain from? 
 
 
 
 
 

• According to Peter, what are Christians called to embrace?   
 
 
 
 
 

• Peter says the passions of the flesh wage war against our soul. What are some 
implications of this reality for every Christian?  
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• Peter says Christians are to keep their conduct honorable. What does it mean 
to have honorable conduct? What are some examples of ways Christians are 
honorable? What are some examples of ways Christians are dishonorable? 
 
 
 
 
 

•  What benefit is there for evildoers to glorify God on the day that Jesus returns? 
 

I N TO  YO U R  L I F E

• Share a time when you felt like a sojourner or an exile. 
 
 
 
 
 

• What passions of the flesh wage war against your soul?
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• What helps you to abstain from passions of the flesh?  
 
 
 
 
 

• In what ways is your conduct honorable?  
 
 
 
 
 

• What helps you to live an honorable life? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What keeps you from living an honorable life? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Ask the Lord to help you see areas of your life where you are being conformed to the 
world. Be intentional about surrendering those areas of your life to him. 
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• Ask the Lord to give you one creative way to take another step in living an honorable 
life. What step is he calling you to take? What can your small group do to encourage 
you as you take this next step? 

N OT E S  &  P R AY E R
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WEEK FOUR
H O N O R  E V E RYO N E
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W E E K  4

Title: Honor Everyone 

Main Passage: 1 Peter 2:13-17

Overview: Peter’s next part of the roadmap for thriving in difficult times 
may be one of the most challenging passages in the Bible. The challenge 
isn’t to understand the step Peter is calling Christians to take; the challenge 
is to do what Peter calls us to do. 

In these verses, Peter says Christians are to be subject to every human 
institution, and we are to honor everyone, including the emperor.

At the time that Peter wrote these words, the emperor was ruthlessly 
persecuting Christians. It was illegal to gather as the church, and it was 
incredibly dangerous to be known as a Jesus follower. Christians literally 
lost their heads for their faith in Jesus. And yet, Peter calls Christians to 
honor everyone, including the people who hate and hurt them.

This passage gives us a template to live by and a perspective that will keep 
us from belittling those we disagree with. No matter how bad things get, no 
matter how much we disagree with who is in charge, we are called to honor 
everyone. 

Peter’s teaching in these verses is simple to understand but hard to follow. 
Often, it means choosing to follow leaders with whom we don’t agree. 
While everything in us may want change and while there is nothing wrong 
with wanting change, we don’t get to set aside the Bible when we disagree 
with someone who is in authority over us. Instead, we ask the Lord to give 
us soft, submissive and respectful hearts as we wait for God to change the 
world.  
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O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• Why is it sometimes so hard to honor someone?

I N TO  T H E  B I B L E

• Read 1 Peter 2:13-17. What stands out to you from these verses? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What does Peter call Christians to do in these verses?   
 
 
 
 
 

• How would you define submission to every human institution? 
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• How would you define honoring everyone?   
 
 
 
 
 

• What reasons does Peter give for calling Christians to be subject to every human 
institution?  
 
 
 
 
 

• If we are going to honor everyone, we need to see everyone as made in the image of 
God. What things keep you from seeing some people as being made in God’s image? 
 
 
 
 
 

• How do you react to the Bible’s call for submission and honor? What kind of 
emotions do these commands spark in you?  
 
 
 
 
 

• In what ways do you see the world hating and hurting Christians? What would it look 
like for Christians to respond in a way that is submissive and honoring? 
 



 p. 27 Onward | An Ancient Roadmap for Modern Christians

I N TO  YO U R  L I F E

• How do you tend to respond when you are misunderstood or mistreated?  
 
 
 
 
 

• What could you do in the future to demonstrate love, honor and submission when 
you are mistreated? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What are some examples of people and institutions you may need to submit to out 
of obedience to God? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Whom do you struggle to honor? 
 
 
 
 

• What should you do when a human institution or a human leader is doing something 
evil? 
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• Jesus subjected himself to abuse and crucifixion. He laid aside his comforts for the 
sake of our salvation. How is Jesus a pattern for being submissive and honoring 
everyone?  
 
 
 
 
 

• Think of a practical way that you can submit to and honor a leader in your 
government, church, school or workplace. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you in a way 
to honor this person; then do what he asks you to do this week. 

N OT E S  &  P R AY E R
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WEEK FIVE
S U F F E R  W E L L
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W E E K  5

Title: Suffer Well
Main Passage: 1 Peter 2:18-25

Overview: Suffering is everywhere and at times unavoidable. Timothy 
Keller calls this reality “the rumble of panic beneath everything.1”  The 
Bible reveals that this rumble started when Adam and Eve sinned (Genesis 
3) and no amount of money, power, or politicking can remove this rumble 
from our story. Eventually suffering visits us all.  

As I write the overview for this week, I am aware of at least 20 people in 
our church who are suffering.  

The suffering these good people are facing is diverse. Cancer, financial 
disaster, divorce, infertility, infidelity, the death of a loved one, suicide, a 
strained relationship with a family member, a debilitating illness, a fatal 
diagnosis, and personal betrayals are just a few of the hardships that 
people in our church are walking through.  

These people are not rebellious or backslidden. They are faithful, focused 
followers of Jesus. They are courageous and prayerful, yet they suffer.

Peter knows that Christians need clear guidance if we are going to thrive 
when we suffer. So he gives another step on our roadmap to thriving in 
difficult times. Like the step that we looked at last week, this step is simple 
to understand but very challenging to do. In our passage for this week, 
Peter calls us to endure while we suffer. 

As we have learned, the Christians who first read and studied the letter of 
1 Peter were falsely accused and shamefully mistreated. Yet Peter doesn’t 

1  Timothy Keller, Walking with God Through Pain and Suffering, 2013.
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O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• Were you raised to assume there is a one-to-one correlation between bad behavior 
and suffering?

focus on the transformation of the world around them, nor does he call 
them to end suffering, nor does he call them to stand up to those who hurt 
them. Instead, Peter focuses on a transformation of the heart that would 
empower them to suffer well. 

This helps us to see that the Christian perspective on suffering is that our 
souls are more important than our circumstances. The reason for this is 
that one soul surrendered to God can change evil circumstances in this 
world. Jesus certainly proved this to be true, which helps us to see that 
the best way to impact the world in a positive way is to faithfully endure 
suffering as Jesus did.
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I N TO  T H E  B I B L E

• Read 1 Peter 2:18-25. What stands out to you from these verses? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What does Peter call Christians to do in these verses?   
 
 
 
 
 

• Peter points to Jesus as the ultimate example of someone who suffered well, and 
he says that we are to follow in his steps. How is Jesus an example of how to suffer 
well? 
 
 
 
 
 

• How does Jesus’ life dispel the myth that good things happen to good people and 
bad things happen to sinners? 
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• What exactly is God asking Christians to do when he calls us to endure suffering? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• How do you react to God’s call for Christians to endure when they suffer? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• How can enduring suffering well be a gracious thing in God’s sight?     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• How does knowing that suffering will be part of your story help you to have realistic 
expectations for your life?  
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I N TO  YO U R  L I F E

• Could suffering chip away at your confidence in God? If so, how?   
 
 
 
 
 

• Could suffering strengthen your confidence in God? If so, how?  
 
 
 
 
 

• Think about how Jesus suffered. How does his example inspire and help you?  
 
 
 
 
 

• Talk about a time when you suffered unjustly. How did you respond?   
 
 
 
 
 

• Jesus said his people are to bless those who persecute them. How could you obey 
Jesus in that command today? 
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N OT E S  &  P R AY E R
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